Proportional Representation


One of the Division’s goals is to have representation in gifted programs proportional to the overall student population. These calculations are limited because they are dependent on students being formally identified as gifted, whereas many other students are served through an inclusive gifted program at their school. It is the goal of the committee to establish better metrics for measuring the amount of contact a GRT has with all students.

Figure 1: Percent of gifted students by school level

	Gifted Student Enrollment by School Level and Ethnicity

	 
	Elementary School
	Middle School
	High School

	
	2006-2007
	2007-2008
	2008-2009
	2006-2007
	2007-2008
	2008-2009
	2006-2007
	2007-2008
	2008-2009

	American Indian/Alaskan Native
	0.3%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.2%
	0.4%
	0.2%
	0.1%
	0.1%
	0.3%

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	9.1%
	8.7%
	7.7%
	7.2%
	6.4%
	8.0%
	4.6%
	6.2%
	5.4%

	Black/Not Hispanic
	3.2%
	3.8%
	5.1%
	3.9%
	3.4%
	3.6%
	3.0%
	3.2%
	3.0%

	Hispanic
	1.7%
	1.0%
	0.2%
	2.1%
	2.0%
	1.7%
	0.8%
	1.3%
	1.8%

	White/Not Hispanic
	84.8%
	85.6%
	85.6%
	85.9%
	87.5%
	86.1%
	91.1%
	88.5%
	89.0%

	Other
	0.9%
	0.9%
	1.4%
	0.7%
	0.4%
	0.4%
	0.4%
	0.6%
	0.6%



Currently, there are 430 identified gifted students in elementary school, 524 identified gifted students in middle school, and 798 identified gifted students in high school. 

Figure 2: Percent of all students by school level

	ACPS Student Enrollment by School Level and Ethnicity

	 
	Elementary School
	Middle School
	High School

	
	2006-2007
	2007-2008
	2008-2009
	2006-2007
	2007-2008
	2008-2009
	2006-2007
	2007-2008
	2008-2009

	American Indian/Alaskan Native
	0.2%
	0.1%
	0.2%
	0.1%
	0.2%
	0.1%
	0.1%
	0.1%
	0.2%

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	6.0%
	5.4%
	5.3%
	4.2%
	4.5%
	5.1%
	3.5%
	4.4%
	4.6%

	Black/Not Hispanic
	14.1%
	14.3%
	14.3%
	14.7%
	14.2%
	13.8%
	13.6%
	13.8%
	13.2%

	Hispanic
	6.5%
	6.4%
	6.8%
	5.1%
	5.9%
	6.0%
	3.8%
	4.1%
	4.3%

	White/Not Hispanic
	71.2%
	71.2%
	70.7%
	75.4%
	74.7%
	74.0%
	78.5%
	76.7%
	77.0%

	Other
	2.0%
	2.6%
	2.6%
	0.6%
	0.6%
	0.9%
	0.5%
	0.9%
	0.9%



The disparity in representation is most evident in the Hispanic and Black populations of students, who are potentially being underidentified for gifted services. Although White students are disproportionately represented, it may not be indicative of systemic overidentification. Rather, it is possible that the underidentification of diverse students creates an ad-hoc disparity for White students. Asian students seem to be near parity for all school levels.


Much of the disparity may be related to the negative correlation between the ratio of ethnic diversity within a school and percent of students identified as gifted. This means the schools with the highest proportion of ethnic diversity tended to have the lowest percentage of students identified gifted, thereby limiting the overall possibility of reaching parity.

